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WFP Assistance 

 

Technical assistance to 

strengthen the Namibian 

School Feeding Programme  
 

Total  
Requirements  
(in USD) 

Total Received 
(in USD) 
 

2.03 m 
1.2 m  

(57%) 

                                                              

Strengthening Food & 

Nutrition Security Monitoring 

in Namibia  
 

Total  
Requirements  
(in USD) 

 
Total Received 
(in USD) 

 

1.69 m 
0.9 m  

(53%) 

 

School feeding in Namibia started with an initial one-

year WFP pilot in 1991. It evolved into a four-year, 

joint WFP-Government of Namibia project that in 1996 

transitioned to a national programme under full 

government ownership. With WFP support, the 

Namibian School Feeding Programme (NSFP) has been 

scaled up to where it has become an important part of 

national food safety nets, providing 330,000 children 

in schools with a daily nutritious mid-morning meal. 

WFP supports the NSFP by providing technical 

assistance to the Ministry of Education, Arts and 

Culture in areas of policy and strategic guidance; 

knowledge generation and management; systems 

development and strengthening; and capacity 
building. 

WFP’s main outputs include the development of a 

school feeding manual for implementation of school 

meals, the development of a monitoring and 

evaluation plan and a web-based information and 

reporting system to improve programme efficiency 
and effectiveness. 

In addition, baseline studies and surveys were 
undertaken to identify and address constraints and 

inform programme and budget processes. The studies 

and surveys also provide a bench mark against which 

to measure programme results. Training of the 

Ministry officials at the national and regional level was 

undertaken to build management and implementation 

capacity. Furthermore, implementation of private 

sector partnerships to expand the NSFP resource base 
is on-going. 

The Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture is 

exploring the possibilities of introducing Home Grown 

School Feeding (HGSF) to support smallholder 

farmers and to diversify school meals. WFP is also 

supporting the development of a school feeding policy 

to mainstream the NSFP into national policy 
frameworks. 

Under Food and Nutrition Security (FNS) 

strengthening programme, WFP provides technical 

assistance to strengthen national systems and 

capacity to assess, plan and respond to emergency 

food needs. WFP outputs include the development and 

planning of FNS monitoring systems, the Namibia 

Food and Nutrition Security Monitoring Plan and 

various innovative monitoring and evaluation (M&E) 

tools for food security data collection, analysis and 
reporting.  

These efforts enhance evidence-based planning and 

policy decisions. In building local FNS capacity, WFP 

provides ongoing training of government officials and 

facilitates peer learning and knowledge sharing 
through south-south cooperation.  

WFP also provides technical assistance to the 

government’s FNS monitoring assessments to monitor 

household food security trends. WFP has supported 

the development of data collection and analysis tools 

for urban vulnerability assessments, and provided 

financial and technical support for the Zero Hunger 

Strategic Review which is the first step in the 
domestication of SDG 2 in Namibia. 

Highlights 

 Stakeholders met in February to validate the findings 

and recommendations of the Zero Hunger Strategic 

Review (ZHSR) and develop a Zero Hunger 

Roadmap. The ZHSR was launched by the 

government with technical and financial support from 

WFP. During March, WFP assisted the government in 

rolling out food and nutrition security monitoring 

activities to all 14 regions.  

 WFP and Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture, with 

other stakeholders, jointly contributed to the 

celebration of the International School Meals Day and 

the Inaugural Africa Day of School Feeding, to 

celebrate and raise public awareness of school 

feeding as a vital food safety net in Namibia. The day 

was marked on 3 March 2016 in the Southern Town 

of Mariental. 

 

Credit: WFP Namibia/Jennifer Bitonde 
Namibian children ready to have their daily school meal 
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Donors 

Government of Namibia, Office of the United States 

Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA), USAID 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP is supporting the Ministry of Education, Arts 

and Culture in formulating a School Feeding Policy 

for Namibia. During the first quarter of the year, 

WFP and the Ministry undertook various missions to 

conduct regional consultations to raise awareness 

about the policy and ensure participation and 
contribution of all actors in the policy formulation. 

 WFP during the period supported an extensive 

review of the web-based Namibian School Feeding 

Information System (NaSIS) to improve its user-

friendliness. The System should be operational in 

April. 

 

 The findings and recommendations of the Zero 

Hunger Strategic Review organised by the 

government with technical and financial assistance 

from WFP were presented for validation by 

stakeholders at a two-day Validation Meeting held 
at Okahandja in February.  

 The validation meetings brought together a cross-

section of stakeholders from government, UN 

agencies, NGOs, Civil Society and the private sector 

who discussed the findings and articulated priority 

areas for addressing hunger. These priorities were 
articulated in a Zero Hunger Road Map for Namibia. 

 In March WFP supported the government in the roll-

out of food and nutrition security monitoring 

activities from six pilot regions to all 14 regions of 

the country. 

Challenges 

 Inadequate funding for WFP’s technical assistance 

to national food security programme affect WFP’s 

ability to expand support in other areas relevant to 
food security. 

 The country faces a third consecutive year of 

drought which has increased food insecurity. As a 

result emergency activities and priorities hamper 

implementation of planned technical assistance 
activities. 

 

 

 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Namibia is an upper middle income country with a 

population of 2.3 million. An estimated 42.3 percent of 

the population is undernourished due mainly to high 

rates of poverty (26.9%), unemployment (28%), HIV 

and AIDS (16%) and household income disparities. 

Seventy percent of the population depend on agriculture 

for all or part of their livelihood while 40% are 

smallholder farmers growing grain crops mainly for own 

consumption. Cropping conditions are generally poor 

and characterised by erratic rainfall and frequent floods 

and droughts. Namibia imports an average of 60 

percent of its food requirements and is thus vulnerable 

to external price increases. The poor are often unable to 

meet their own food requirements - the Namibian 

government on average provides food assistance to 

300,000 people annually. 

In line with WFP’s Strategic Plan, particularly its 

Strategic Objective Three - “Reduce risk and enable 

people, communities and countries to meet their own 

food and nutrition needs”, WFP’s focus in Namibia has 

shifted from food assistance to providing technical 

assistance to the government. The aim is to strengthen 

national capacities to end hunger by improving the 

efficiency and effectiveness of food safety net 

programmes such as school feeding and relief 

operations, and to enhance the government’s capacity 

to assess, plan and respond to food security needs. WFP 

has been in Namibia since 1991. 

WFP has been present in Namibia since 1990. 

 

Contact info: donovan.weimers@wfp.org 

Country Director: Jennifer Bitonde 

Further information: www.wfp.org/NAMIBIA 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 24% of 

children between 6-59 

months 

2015 Human Development 

Index: 126 out of 188 

Income Level: Upper 
middle 

Population: 2.3 million 

http://www.wfp.org/NAMIBIA

